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1. Purpose of this Policy
This policy outlines the approach of Arena and Dartmoor School Sport Partnership (the Partnership) to photography and filming at Partnership-led events. It ensures that all images and video footage are captured, stored, used and disposed of in a safe, responsible and lawful manner, with due regard to safeguarding and data protection requirements.
The Partnership values the use of photography and filming to celebrate participation, showcase achievement and promote positive experiences in school sport and physical activity. At all times, the welfare, dignity and rights of pupils remain paramount.

2. Scope
This policy applies to all photography and filming carried out at events organised, delivered or supported by the Partnership, including but not limited to:
· Festivals
· Tournaments
· Impact days
· Clubs
· Inspire Days
· Wild Tribe and Nurture tribe Outdoor learning
· Dance shows and performances
The policy applies to all pupils attending Partnership events, as well as Partnership staff, volunteers and any professional photographers or videographers engaged by the Partnership.

3. Legal Framework
This policy operates in line with:
· UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR)
· Data Protection Act 2018
· Safeguarding best practice and guidance for working with children and young people
Photographs and video footage of pupils are treated as personal data and handled accordingly.

4. Consent and Responsibility
· Pupils attend Partnership events under the supervision and responsibility of their school or parent/carer.
· Schools or parents/carers are responsible for obtaining informed consent for pupils to:
· Attend the event
· Participate in activities or performances
· Be photographed and/or filmed where applicable
· The Partnership will request confirmation from schools or parents/carers that appropriate consent has been obtained prior to events.



Pupils Without Consent
· Any pupil who does not have consent to be photographed or filmed must be clearly identified by the school or parent/carer.
· Identification methods may include (but are not limited to):
· Wearing a clearly visible bib or marker
· Being placed within a clearly identified group
· Schools and parents/carers are responsible for ensuring Partnership staff are made aware of any pupils without consent before the event begins.
The Partnership will take all reasonable steps to ensure that pupils without consent are not included in photography or filming.

5. Dance Shows and Performances
· For dance shows or similar performances, all pupils must have consent to perform and to be photographed or filmed.
· Pupils without consent cannot take part in filmed or photographed performances.
· This requirement will be clearly communicated to schools and parents/carers in advance of such events.

6. Use of Images and Footage
· Photographs and video footage may be used by the Partnership for the following purposes:
· Partnership social media platforms
· Partnership websites
· Event write-ups, reports and case studies
· Promotional materials relating to Partnership activity
· No pupil names or identifying personal details will be used alongside images or footage.
· Images and footage will be used positively and respectfully, focusing on participation, enjoyment and activity rather than individuals.

7. Authorised Photography and Filming
· Photography and filming at Partnership events may only be carried out by:
· Partnership staff
· Identified professional photographers or videographers engaged by the Partnership
· Any professional photographers or videographers must:
· Be DBS checked
· Be approved in advance by the Partnership
· Be clearly identifiable at the event
· The use of professional or specialist equipment (for example at dance shows) will only be permitted where agreed in advance by the Partnership.
· Unauthorised photography or filming is not permitted at Partnership events.

8. Storage, Retention and Deletion
· All photos and footage will be reviewed by Partnership staff following the event.
· Once selected images or footage have been used on social media, the website or written reports:
· All images and footage will be deleted from the camera or recording device within 48 hours of the event
· Selected images and footage will be:
· Stored securely
· Accessed only by authorised Partnership staff
· Retained only for as long as necessary for their intended purpose

9. Safeguarding
· Photography and filming will never be undertaken in areas where pupils have a reasonable expectation of privacy (e.g. toilets or changing areas).
· Images or footage that could cause distress, embarrassment or place pupils at risk will not be used.
· Any safeguarding concerns relating to photography or filming must be reported immediately to Partnership staff.

10.Photography and Filming in Public Spaces

· Where Arena and Dartmoor School Sport Partnership activities take place in publicly accessible facilities or open spaces (including, but not limited to, parks, beaches, forests, or similar environments), the Partnership acknowledges that it does not have control over members of the general public who may be present.
· In such settings, it may not be possible to fully prevent photography or filming by third parties. Arena and Dartmoor School Sport Partnership will take reasonable and proportionate steps, in line with safeguarding and data protection principles, to inform the public that a youth sporting event is taking place, including the use of clear and visible signage where appropriate.
· The Partnership is responsible only for the collection and processing of images taken by its authorised staff, volunteers, or appointed photographers, which will be managed in accordance with UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018. The Partnership cannot accept responsibility for images captured by members of the public acting independently.
· Parents/carers and participants should be aware of these limitations when providing consent for participation in events held in public spaces. Any safeguarding or data protection concerns should be reported to event staff as soon as possible.

10. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed regularly and updated as required to reflect changes in legislation, safeguarding guidance or Partnership practice.




Appendix A: One-Page Photo and Filming Consent Summary (for Schools and Parents)
Arena and Dartmoor School Sport Partnership
What is this about?
We take photos and videos at our events to celebrate participation, promote school sport and share positive experiences.
Who takes photos and videos?
· Partnership staff
· Approved, DBS-checked professional photographers or videographers
Where might images be used?
· Partnership social media
· Partnership website
· Event reports and write-ups
· No pupil names are ever used.
What if a pupil cannot be photographed or filmed?
· Schools or parents must tell us in advance
· Pupils without consent must be clearly identified (e.g. bib or group)
· We will ensure they are not included in images or footage
Dance Shows
· All pupils must have consent to perform and be filmed
· Pupils without consent cannot take part in filmed performances
How long do you keep photos and videos?
· Only selected images are used for their intended purpose, eg a write up of a tournament
· All footage is deleted within 48 hours
Questions or concerns?
Please speak to a member of Partnership staff


Appendix B: School Sign-Off Statement (for Entry Forms and Bookings)
The following statement may be included on event entry forms, booking confirmations or school correspondence:
By attending events organised by Arena and Dartmoor School Sport Partnership, the school confirms that it has obtained appropriate parental/carer consent for pupils to participate in activities and, where applicable, to be photographed and/or filmed in line with the Partnership’s Photo and Filming Policy. The school confirms that it has informed the Partnership of any pupils who do not have consent and that these pupils will be clearly identified at the event.

Appendix C: Short Policy Summary (for Letters, Risk Assessments and Event Information)
Arena and Dartmoor School Sport Partnership may take photographs and video footage at events for promotional and reporting purposes, including use on social media, websites and written reports. No pupil names are used.
Schools and parents/carers are responsible for ensuring appropriate consent is in place. Any pupil without consent must be clearly identified and will not be included in photography or filming.
Photography and filming are only carried out by Partnership staff or approved, DBS-checked professionals. Unused images and footage are deleted within 48 hours.

Appendix D: Dance Show–Specific Consent Wording
The following wording may be used in dance show letters, consent forms or information packs:
Due to the nature of the performance, all pupils taking part in the dance show must have parental/carer consent to perform and to be photographed and filmed. The performance will be filmed and photographed by Arena and Dartmoor School Sport Partnership (or approved, DBS-checked professionals) and may be used for promotional and reporting purposes. Pupils without consent cannot take part in the filmed performance.

Appendix E: Spectator and Parent Photography Disclaimer
To ensure safeguarding and consistency across Partnership events, the following applies to all spectators, including parents and carers:
· Spectators, including parents and carers, are not permitted to take photographs or video recordings at Partnership events.
· This restriction applies to all areas of the event, including festivals, tournaments, impact days and performances.
School Staff Photography
· School staff (for example, the teacher or staff member bringing a group or team to an event) may take photographs of their own pupils only, provided that:
· Photography is in line with the school’s own photo and filming policy
· Appropriate parental/carer consent has been obtained by the school
· School staff must not photograph or film pupils from other schools under any circumstances.
Rationale
These measures help to:
· Protect pupils’ privacy and welfare
· Ensure consent arrangements are respected
· Maintain a safe and controlled environment at Partnership events
· Any breach of this guidance may result in individuals being asked to stop filming or to leave the event.
Appendix E (Spectator and Parent Photography Disclaimer) 
· parents/carers/spectators cannot take photos or videos
· only school staff may photograph their own pupils
· staff photography must follow their school’s policy and consent
· no pupils from other schools may be photographed
· you have authority to step in if the rule is breached


